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GE Crops Have Increased Herbicide Use

Herbicide applications have increased. Because GE crops are engineered to 

withstand heavy doses of the herbicide glyphosate, its use increased by 527 

million pounds from 1996 to 2012.12 Glyphosate is now routinely found in our 

food, air and water.13

Farmers have turned to more toxic herbicides. Overuse of glyphosate has led to the 

growth of “super weeds” that can only be controlled with even more toxic herbicides14 

that are linked to cancer, Parkinson’s disease and reproductive problems.15

Children are especially vulnerable. Children are especially susceptible to 

developmental problems caused by toxic herbicides.16 Nearly 500 American 

elementary schools are within the “drift zones” of herbicides that pose particular risks 

to children.17
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