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DARK Act Fact Sheet 

 
The “Denying Americans the Right-to-Know” (DARK) Act introduced by Rep. Mike Pompeo (R-Kansas) 
would: 
 

• Preempt states from requiring labeling of genetically engineered food; 
• Prevent FDA from requiring GE labeling;  
• Codify the current voluntary labeling system; 
• Allow “natural” foods to contain GE and other un-natural ingredients; 
• Creates a GE “review” system based on industry science, impossible deadlines, and loopholes for certain 

food additives and animals fed conventional food. 
• Ignore the environmental impact of GE crops, such as increased herbicide applications.   
• Permit meat, milk, and eggs raised from animals fed GE-feed to be labeled as non-GMO.  

 
Americans want the right to know what’s in their food. 
 

• Polls show 93% of Americans support labeling of GE food.  
• 64 nations require labeling including Russia, China, Saudi Arabia, the EU and trading partners in Asia. 
• Nearly 1.4 million Americans have joined a petition urging FDA to require labeling of GE food. 
• 200 companies and organizations recently signed a letter to President Obama urging him to honor his 

2007 pledge to require GE labeling. 
• In 2013, Maine and Connecticut passed laws requiring GE labeling.  
• In 2014, 66 GE labeling bills or ballot initiatives have been proposed across 27 states.  

 
Voluntary labeling will not work. 

  
• Companies have been allowed to make voluntary GE disclosures for over a decade and not a single 

company has even revealed whether their food contains GE ingredients. 
 

Despite claims by the industry, food prices will not increase due to labeling.   
 

• Companies frequently change labels to highlight new innovations.  
• The retail price of food is impacted by many factors, not simply the cost of making food. 

 
The use of GE crops has increased herbicide applications.  

 
• Expanding the use of GE crops has increased herbicide applications between 1996 and 2012 by 527 

million pounds. 
• As weeds and pests have become more resistant to GE herbicides, farmers have been forced to resort to 

even more toxic weed and bug killers, including herbicides that have been linked to Parkinson’s disease 
and reproductive problems.   


